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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed October 1 1, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 25 recites the limitations "said front spring" in line 5 and "said rear spring" in line 
7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. [It is noted that the 
preamble recites "a first spring" and "a second spring", not front and rear springs.] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 5-7, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Black (US 3,003,781). 
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Black discloses an isolator to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle having 
generally parallel first and second axles (5), the isolator comprising: a front shaft (shaft at "46", 
see Figures 1 and 2) generally parallel to the axles; a rear shaft (at 46); means (12) for attaching 
the shafts to the vehicle (2); a front transitional arm (47) attached to the front shaft; a rear 
transitional arm (47); a resilient member (27) attached to the transitional arms; a front link (28) 
attached to the front shaft; a rear link arm (28); wherein when force is applied to the front link 
arm, the front shaft and front transitional arm rotate and the resilient member is compressed or 
expanded. The resilient member is an air bag (air spring 27). The transitional arms include 
attachment brackets (50) including an air bag aperture (71). An air hose (89, etc.; see Figures 6 
& 7) is connected to the air bag. The link arm includes a shackle (5 1 ; see Figure 4). The shafts 
include bearings (46). 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Larison (US 
2,170,454). 

Larison discloses an isolator to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle, the isolator 
comprising: a front shaft (27; see Figure 4) and a rear shaft (27); means for attaching (20) said 
front shaft and said rear shaft to the vehicle, the shafts being rotatable relative to the attaching 
means; a front transitional arm (19) fixedly attached to the front shaft; a rear transitional arm 
(19 1 ) fixedly attached to the rear shaft; a resilient member (23) attached to the transitional arms; 
a front link arm (30) attached to the front shaft; a rear link arm (30 [ ) attached to the rear shaft; 
wherein when force is applied to either of the link arms; the respective shaft and transitional arm 
rotate and the resilient member is compressed (see, Figure 5) or expanded. 
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6. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Strong (US 
4,504,079). 

Strong discloses an isolator (see Figure 8) to be used in a suspension system for a vehicle 
having a first axle supported by a first spring (50) and a second axle supported by a second 
spring (50), the isolator comprising: a resilient member (64); a first shaft (unnumber shaft joining 
member 56 to 54) operatively connected to the front spring and the resilient member, wherein 
said first shaft rotates in response to forces applied to the spring; a rear shaft (unnumber shaft 
joining member 56 to 54 on other axle); and wherein rotation of the shafts transmits forces to the 
resilient member (64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Black in view of 
Willetts (US 3,856,325). 

Black is discussed above but fails to show tapered bearings. 

Willetts shows that tapered bearings are old and well known in the art. See 142; Figure 

n 
J. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Black with the teachings of Willetts in order to provide an improved 
bearing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 14-24 are allowed. 

1 0. Claims 2-4 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

This Office Action is non-final due to the error in the prior office action which included 
claim 9 under both the rejections and allowable subject matter sections. As noted above, claim 9 
is rejected by Larison. Applicant did not provide specific arguments regarding claim 9. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272-6670. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-212=2197 (toll-free). 




"David Dunn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 



